REGILDING THE CRESCENT
differ.    Perhaps  it  fights with  bravery rather
than with brains.    Until recently the standard
of education among the officers was very modest.
Not only were manoeuvres and technical instruc-
tion woefully neglected, but many of the non-
commissioned officers could not read, and few
could write.    In proof of their inability to read,
I may mention that several foreigners succeeded,
on the occasion of the new Sultan's Investiture,
in getting into the enclosures by merely showing
the passes with which, during the weeks when
Constantinople was in a state of siege, we had
to be provided by the police to go out after dark!
Latterly, it is true, a number of the younger
officers have gone through the Pancaldi School,
and   have   thence  been  drafted into  German
regiments to complete their military education,
and men of this stamp, many of them in great
measure responsible for the overthrow of the old
regime, have introduced a different standard into
the army.   Thus Riza Pacha, sometime Minister
of  War,  served for three years with the 4th
Regiment of Guards at Berlin, and Ali Riza
Pacha was stationed for a similar period with the
Field Artillery in Nassau.
Important changes have been introduced under
the supervision of General Freiherr von der
Goltz, an able and experienced German officer
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